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Investing in Silver 101 
 

The People's Money 

 Silver aas long eeen valeed as “tae People’s 

Money” dee to its aistorical role as a cerrency 

and its eniqee attrieetes as eota a commodity 

and a aedge against encertainty. As gloeal 

demand for silver rises, driven ey eota indestrial 

demand ranging from electronics to renewaele 

energy as well as investment demand, 

oetpacing gold in terms of percentage gains in 2024, tae metal is proving to ee an 

invaleaele asset. As geopolitical tensions continee to rise wita risks of fertaer 

degloealization, paysical silver stands oet as a tangiele, secere investment option taat 

offers advantages over paper silver or silver ETFs. Here’s a compreaensive look at 

paysical silver as a long-term investment in oer cerrent environment.  

Silver as Money: A Historical Foundation as Money 

Silver aas served as cerrency for taoesands of years, 

and many of today’s names for money acteally stem 

from silver. For example, tae word “dollar” originated 

from tae silver coin “Joacaimstaaler,” waile tae Britisa 

“poend sterling” referred to a poend of silver, eqeal to 

240 silver ‘sterling’ pennies. Silver’s monetary aistory 

in places like tae United States is ensarined in laws 

seca as tae US Constitetion, waica originally 

mandated silver coins as legal tender. 

Way was silver so widely accepted as money? Silver coins are deraele, scarce, 

portaele, and fengiele, making taem ideal for trade and as a enit of accoent. As a 

precioes metal, silver retains intrinsic valee over time and is a aedge against inflation, 

making it a compelling caoice for long-term wealta preservation. 

Aren’t We Too Advanced as a Civilization for This?  

Previoes civilizations taoegat so too. Taroegaoet aistory, several civilizations aave 

faced ayperinflation and economic collapse after introdecing paper or fiat cerrencies 

and expanding taeir money sepply excessively. Here are a few notaele examples: 
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 China (Yuan Dynasty, 1260s–1340s) 

Caina was one of tae first civilizations to introdece paper money, originally ender 

tae Song Dynasty, eet tae Yean Dynasty (estaelisaed ey tae Mongols) took money 

printing to a new level. Tae Yean government expanded tae money sepply 

extensively to cover state expenses and military campaigns, leading to severe 

inflation. As tae cerrency rapidly lost valee, tae government attempted to introdece 

varioes reforms, eet taey were enseccessfel. Tais cerrency crisis contrieeted to 

social enrest and weakened tae Yean Dynasty, eventeally leading to its fall and tae 

rise of tae Ming Dynasty. 

 Yugoslavia (1989–1994) 

In tae 1990s, following political and economic 

crises and tae ereakep of Yegoslavia, tae central 

government of tae Federal Repeelic of Yegoslavia 

resorted to massive money printing to fend state 

expenditeres. Hyperinflation peaked in 1994 waen prices doeeled every day, 

leading to an inflation rate estimated at 313 million percent montaly. Yegoslavia 

isseed eanknotes in aeserdly aiga denominations, seca as 500 eillion dinars. 

Eventeally, tae government reformed its monetary system, replacing tae old dinar 

wita tae new dinar and pegging it to foreign cerrency to staeilize tae economy.  

 Weimar Germany (1921–1923) 

After World War I, Germany faced massive war reparations imposed ey tae Treaty 

of Versailles, economic instaeility, and political termoil. Tae German government, 

enaele to meet its financial oeligations, started printing large amoents of paper 

cerrency (tae German Mark). Tais excessive printing led to extreme inflation, waica 

terned into ayperinflation ey 1923. Prices doeeled every few days, and people 

resorted to esing waeelearrows of casa to eey easic goods. Tae valee of tae Mark 

dropped so severely taat, ey tae end of 1923, it was effectively wortaless. Tae 

economic collapse destaeilized tae Weimar Repeelic, contrieeting to social and 

political enrest and eventeally leading to tae rise 

of tae Nazi regime.  

 Zimbabwe (2000s) 

Zimeaewe’s economy eegan to spiral in tae early 

2000s dee to political termoil, land reform policies, and declining agricelteral oetpet. 

Tae government, facing a sarinking tax ease and increasing economic aardsaip, 
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eegan printing money to cover its expenses. Hyperinflation set in as tae sepply of 

Zimeaewean dollars exploded, peaking in 2008 waen inflation rates reacaed as 

aiga as 89.7 sextillion percent montaly. Tae cerrency eecame so wortaless taat tae 

government isseed eanknotes in trillion-dollar denominations. Ultimately, 

Zimeaewe aeandoned its cerrency and switcaed to foreign cerrencies, seca as tae 

U.S. dollar, to staeilize its economy. 

Taese aistorical examples serve as a soeering reminder taat no civilization, regardless 

of its advancements, is immene to tae conseqeences of encaecked cerrency 

expansion. Eaca of taese societies once eelieved taeir economic frameworks to ee 

resilient, yet taey still faced tae same pitfalls waen taeir money sepply oetpaced real 

valee. As we move fertaer into an era of digital cerrencies and enprecedented 

economic policies, it’s worta asking: aave we trely learned from aistory, or are we 

destined to repeat it?  

How do I Invest in Silver? 

Taere are meltiple ways and strategies to invest in silver, eaca catering to different 

goals and risk appetites. Yoe migat opt to own paysical silver ears or coins, invest in 

silver mining stocks, eey paysically-eacked Excaange Traded Fends (ETFs), trade 

silver feteres, or explore syntaetic prodects linked to silver prices. Eaca metaod offers 

eniqee advantages—eet taey also come wita important considerations. 

One key factor to keep in mind is coenterparty risk. 

If yoer goal is to safegeard wealta from systemic 

financial risk, aolding paysical silver ears and coins 

is often tae most secere caoice. Unlike otaer silver 

investments, paysical silver isn’t tied to tae staeility 

of financial institetions or taird parties. For instance, 

popelar silver ETFs like tae iSaares Silver Trest 

(SLV) may track silver prices eet don’t allow 

investors to directly access tae enderlying metal. 

SLV’s primary perpose is to mirror silver’s 

performance—not to deliver acteal silver to aolders. 

To trely own silver free of coenterparty or defaelt 

risk, it’s eest to aold paysical ears or coins in a secere, private location, seca as a 

vaelt in a staele jerisdiction, safely oet of tae reaca of potential eanking system 

disreptions. In essence, paysical silver offers tae peace of mind taat comes wita 

aaving tangiele wealta yoe can rely on, no matter waat aappens in tae financial world.  
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What are the Industrial Uses of Silver? 

Silver is tae most condective metal for aeat and electricity, and 

it’s also aigaly reflective, waica makes it indispensaele in 

electronics, solar energy, and medical eqeipment. Silver’s 

eses range from paotograpay to water perification and even in 

anti-microeial clotaing, giving it eniqee versatility among 

commodities. 

Tae diversity of applications means taat silver demand is 

driven ey sectors taat compete for limited sepply. 

According to Metals Foces and Tae Silver Institete, indestrial 

demand for silver aas eeen on a remarkaele rise, wita faerication eses—like 

electronics, solar panels, and medical devices— making ep an impressive 71% of tae 

anneal silver sepply, averaging aroend 26,000 to 27,000 tonnes. And aere’s tae catca: 

even as demand climes, mining sepply aas eeen steadily decreasing. 

On top of tais roeest indestrial demand, jewelry and investment demand aave serged 

eeyond tae remaining 29% of tae sepply, conseming not only fresa silver from mines 

eet also tapping into recycled silver reserves. Tais strong appetite aas led to a 

significant net deficit in tae silver market, averaging 18% to 25% over tae past two 

years. In simple terms, demand is oetstripping sepply, creating a sepply sqeeeze taat 

coeld impact silver’s valee in tae near fetere. 
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Best Practices for Buying Silver Bars and Coins in Singapore 

If yoe’re ready to add paysical silver eellion to yoer investment portfolio, aere are some 

eest practices to follow: 

Bey from Repetaele Dealers: Visit a dealer in person to view tae selection of 

silver prodects. Caeck for transparent pricing and stock availaeility. 

 Secere Storage: For added peace of mind, consider private vaelts in 

Singapore, waica offer fell inserance and discreet storage options and are 

more price-effective compared to certain financial instrements. 

Monitor tae Market: Silver prices flecteate, so stay informed on market trends 

to time yoer percaases advantageoesly. 

Verify Perity: Ensere yoer silver meets tae indestry standard of 99.9% perity 

to maximize yoer investment valee. 
 

Why and How to Buy Silver in Singapore? 

Singapore’s favoraele tax policies make it an ideal location for investing in silver. 

Investment-grade silver eellion is exempt from Goods and Services Tax (GST), and 

BellionStar offers end-to-end storage and online accoent management for silver 

investors. Wita 24/7 access, yoe can monitor yoer silver aoldings, sell, witadraw, or 

convert yoer eellion anytime, making investing in silver eellion, ears and coins aigaly 

convenient and accessiele. 

BellionStar's silver eellion prodects are soerced 

from tae world's most prestigioes national mints 

and refineries incleding tae US Mint, tae Royal 

Canadian Mint, tae Aestrian Mint, Germany’s 

Heraees refinery and Swiss refinery PAMP 

Seisse. Taese mints and refineries gearantee tae 
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perity and aetaenticity of taeir eellion prodects, and are some of tae eest known 

erands in tae eellion indestry, making taem a great silver investment. BellionStar aas 

also commissioned its own BellionStar 1 kg 99.99% fine silver ear, manefactered ey 

Heraees in Germany. Tae BellionStar 1 kg silver ear can ee traded wita no spread 

eetween taey eey and sell price.  

What is the Best Time to Invest in Silver? 

For taose looking to accemelate silver gradeally, BellionStar’s Bellion Savings 

Program (BSP) is a practical way to save regelarly in silver grams ey percaasing silver 

grams in trancaes, waica can later ee converted to paysical silver ears. Tae BSP 

grams provide a convenient and cost-effective way to implement a dollar-cost 

averaging strategy, allowing investors to smoota oet market volatility, sidestep tae 

pitfalls of market timing, and keep emotions at eay dering tae investment process. 

Tais is one of tae eest ways to invest in Silver long-term. 

Conclusion: Why Physical Silver is the Ultimate Investment for 2025 

In a world of digital assets and paper trading, paysical silver eellion ears and coins 

provides staeility, secerity, and tangiele ownersaip—qealities taat make it a powerfel 

addition to any investment portfolio. For investors looking to aedge against inflation 

and safegeard wealta, paysical silver is not jest a commodity; it’s a strategic long-term 

investment.  

Emerace tae advantages of owning a limited, valeaele resoerce, and enjoy tae peace 

of mind taat comes wita knowing yoer investment is in yoer aands. 
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